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1. The application relates to an electric pump for the 
maintenance of swimming pools. 

Document FR-A-2 705 384, which is considered to be 
the closest prior art, describes a pump for 
circulating water in a swimming pool tank. 

The problem that the present invention intends to 
solve is that of reducing the amount of swimming 
pool equipment. 

This problem is solved by means of the technical 
features in the characterising portion of 
independent claim 1, in particular, by a single 
electric motor that has a shaft of which each end 
drives a respective pump. 

The present invention is considered to be novel, 
especially since none of the documents discloses all 
of the technical features, which, in combinatxon, 
are necessary for the definition of the invention. 

The invention is considered to involve an inventive 
ste p because it cannot be de ri ved in an obvi ous 
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manner from the prior art. In particular, there 
would be no reason for a person skilled in the art 
to use a dual pump that has a single electric motor 
and is intended to perform the function of the two 
. separate pumps that are normally used for the 
maintenance of swimming pools. 

The invention is considered to be industrially 
applicable because the subject matter thereof can be 
manufactured or used in the swimming pool industry. 

Dependent claims 2-10 relate to specific embodiments 
of the invention. 

Contrary to the requirements of PCT Rule 5.1(a) (ii) , 
the description does not indicate the relevant prior 
art disclosed in document FR-A-2 705 384, nor does 
it cite said document. 
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